SHOP. of ELY, 
UPON THE | 


n of his ſupposd Late CHARGE 
(ſaid to be Deliver'd at Cambridge, eAuguſi 

th, 1716.) as far as Relates to what is 
therein urg'd againſt Frequent Co M u- 
NION; and for the (pretended) Epiſcopal 
Reform'd Churches of Tranſylvania, Great 
Poland, and Pruſſia. 
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4 Son n. his 3 and à Servant his Maſter; 
Fa then I be a Father, where is mine honour, and if 


e a Maſter, where is my fear, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts 


unto you, O Prieſts that deſpiſe my Name; and e ſa 
8 a dee 4 N25 8 
We polluted bread upon mine Altar, and e ſa 
Hel have we ens Thee; in that ye 2 te 
Tp s Table ts — Mal. i. 
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Was 0 with a more » than. 
ordinary Indignation, to ſee 
an Imprudent Writer ſet 
your Lordſhip's Name to an 
unaccountable Paper, call'd a 
Cnarcs deliver'd to your CLERGY. I 
was no longer dubious in What manner I 
ſhould behave my ſelf in an Affair in Which 
your Lordſhip's 8 Honour was ſo nearly con- 


cern 'd, - 
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cern'd, . 1 immediately applied 
my Labours.to vindicate your Lordſhip. from 
the foul Aſperſion of Writing ſuch a\mean 

Pamphlet. I hope the Impartial part of * 
Mankind will 4 in the Reaſons TI 
ſhall give why your 9 could. not be 
the Author thereof. 


1/7, The faid Charge contains ; very light 
Expreſſions of the Holy Sacrament, of the 


Euchariſt, ſuch as indeed made my Blood 


chill in my Veins. I was told, therein, that 


the Miſchief of Indevotion at that ſacred 
Myſtery; was Cur'd by another Miſchief 
more fatal; 278. The Exhorting People to 
frequent che Communion, | 'Tcould not find 


a Name hard enough for ſucli a monſtrous 


Poſition ; ſurely, faid I, this Man has but 
| awkwardly imitated a Chriſtian Biſhop, in 
making him detra& from the ſolemn Myſte- 


ries of the Chriſtian Religion. Surely he 


Was but indifferently acquainted with either 
the firſt Inſtitution of the Euchariſt, when 
our Bleſſed Saviour was pleas d to call it his 
Body, even his Fleſh and his Blood; or with 
the Writings of St. Paul. He never turn'd 
over 1 Cor. xi. 26, 27, 28, 29. For as often 


as he "ſhall eat 7575 Bread, aud driul this 


"> he Mero t the Lord's Death ral he come: 


ade | 


13 


12 ne 1 3 7 
1 whoſgever 7 hall eat thi RE 
and Aria the Cup of the Lord umwparthily, 


ſhall be guilty of the "Body and Buy 'of the 


mine him- 


Tord. Let a Man therefore ex 
ſelß aud ſo let bim kat of this Bread, and 
drink of this Cup, for he that Cateth and 
drinketh arworthily, eateth and driuketh his 
own Danmation, becauſe he dif. cerneth not 


the Lord's Body. Was here no Tropes, no 


Meta phors, no Bold Expreſſions, ' as this 
© Mock Biſhop would Wk” to call 'em; 


were the Primitive Chriſtians ſingular in 


their Devout Encomiums upon the Eucha- 
riſt? the Learned, the Judicious N of 


Ely could never talk at this rar ... 
2dly, This Writer has found out a new 


Race of Epiſcopal Beggars, which were ne- 


ver known in the World before, which re- 


quire ſome ſevere Reflections; for 1 ti, Tis 


Falſe as to Fact, that ſuch Epiſcopal Chur. 
ches are in the World. They ſet forth in 


their Petition Publiſſid in the "Daily Caurant, 
of Monday Septemb. 17. 1716. That Wiclef 


was their Reformer. But I ſhall lay/down 
before tlie Reader, what Notions gef 
entertain'd of E piſcopacy. We find in- Or. 
— *thuinus, Gratius Faſciculas Rerum. The 
I Ar ticles of John Wicleff oppos'd by William 

4 . N. 09d: 
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41 . 
Woodford. Theſe Articles were never qve · % 
ſtioned by his Friends, and are look'd upon 
as valuable Remains, by Regenuolſcius and 
others of his Followers. The Fifth Article 
denies That (a) C onfirmation is repre SE 
ted to * 15 * 

Art. 6. (b) In St. Pauls Time, two Or- 5 
ders in the Church were ſufficient, Sacerdos . 
£7 Diaconos; and yet in the Time of the 
' Apoſtles, there was no diſtinQtion of Pope, 
Patriarch, Archbiſhop, but Prieſts and Dea- 
cons were ſufficient to anſwer Chriſtian Dif; 
cipline ; but the other Orders owe their ork 
gin to ſecular Pride. 

eArt. 10. (c) Amongſt 1 12 "Pimps 
of Antichriſt, . enumerates W N = 


« — ** - +3 Y 
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(a) Collatio Sacramenti Confirmationis non eſt 
Epiſcopis Reſervata. Art. 5. 

(b) Quod tempore Pauli ſufficiebant duo ordines 
Clericorum Sacerdos & Diaconus, nec fuit tempore 
Apoſtolorum diſtinctio Papa, Patriarchum, Archie- 

iſcoporum, ſed quod ſufficit quod fint Presbyteri\ & 
= ſecundum fidem Scripturæ quia ſuperbia 

xlarei alios gradus ad invenit. Art. 6. 


ON od iſti Duodecim ſint procuratores Anti- 

chriſt pa Cardinales, Patriarchæ Archiepiſc 
piſcopi Arch Diaconi Officiales & cani, 

| pros Ex Canonici Bifurcati, pſeudo fratres intro⸗ i 

duet jam * 4 TY 


rt. IO, 


1 


N 


1 


ſe the Articles C mned by the Coun- 
cil of Conſtance; we find in that n 
relates to the Pope, theſe Words. (d 
;, ©. The Pope is the «Antichriſt, &c. 50a 5 
als his ſimple Perſon, but all Biſhops: and 
their Accomplices, form one Monſtrous Body = 
of Antichriſt, Not but that Pope Gregory, 
and others, who lived Godly Lives, and 
perform?'d many Good Works, might in the 
End obtain Repentance. We ſee here he 
ſuppoſes that even the Pious Primitive Bi- 
| hops as Biſhops, liv'd in a Mortal Sin. 
L e) In the Article concerning the Power 
nad: Juriſdiction of Prelates, he mentions 
Excommunication as a Power invented by . 
the Pope, for the Devil's Convenience, and 
that Biſhops have no more Power to Ex- 
Hamza fang. than: _ Devil 125 to 0 


— EE e — — —— ED 


WI Pa a ſt Ile Antichriſtus; Sc. Non Glam ina 
ſimplex Perſona ſed Multitudo Paparum a Tempore 
Dotationis Eccleſiæ Cardinalium, Epiſcoporum, & 
ſuorum Complicium, aliorum eſt Antichriſti Perſona 

compoſita Monſtruoſa, non tamen Repugnat. Quin. — 
Gregorius & alia Papæ, qui in vita ſua fecerunt mul- 
ta bona de genere finaliter pænitebant. | 1 

(e) Poteſtates que ſinguntur a Papa & aliis quatuor 
novis Sectis ſunt fictæ ad Seducendos ſubditos, Dia- 
bolice introducta ut * oat Excotii- 
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He 


He afterwards ka to tell you, that 
hk! Power began with Conſecrating the 
_ Hoſt; and yet a ſimple Prieft has as much 
or more Power than a Biſhop. © p. 

But, my Lord, I have got a more weighty 
Article to produce againſt him: An Article 


in which your Lordſhip is nearly concern d, 


and an Article which if it had prevail d, 
would in all probability, have interposd be- 


tween () God's Providence, and the Rings 


Favour, and prevented your Lordſhip's Tran- 


lation from the wholſom Air of St. eAſeph, 
to the Bogs of Ely. My Lord, this Wicleff . 


was a great Enemy to Biſhop's Leaſes ; he 
was for Reducing Epiſcopal Revenues to the 
Standard of the People's Pleaſure. He tells 
you, That (g) Biſhops are the People's 


Servants, and that their Wages may be 


withdrawn, if the People find them unde- 
ſerving. - How- low, my Lord, in theſe 


Times, would the Engliſh Biſhopricks be 
Reducd? 8 


Theſe were the Sentiments of Widep of 


Epilcopacy, Hus and Hierom of Trage, 


(f) See the Beginning of the an, 2] 


(gs) Decimæ ſunt puræ Elemoſynæ & Patochiani 


poſſunt propter peccata ſuorum Frelatoruny ad libi- 
tum ſuum eas auferre. 


who 


I 


No » 


\ * 


A 


b 
js .Compleated: his Refermation, a 
follow'd his ſteps: 11 1 1 
T ſhall next proceed to the Hiſtory of the 
Conſtitution of their Church; that the Rea- 


der may have a view what manner. of * 
copacy they, ſettled therein. 


About the Year 1370, John Wiclef 3 . 


Baniſb'd cut of. England, fled into Bobe- 
mia 29 Where he left the Dregs of his Poi- 
ſonous Notions, but he ſettled no Church 


Policy, nor- form'd any Regular Body of 
Followers; ; and therefore the Petition in aſ- 
ſerting a Succeſſion of Clergy from Wicleff 


IS falſe. 5 1 


is 4 5 y 


About. "the Year-. 400, Hs _ Hierow . 


of Prague began their Reformation a oy 
pus” againſt the. Interdiction of the 


Cup. H#ſs's Notion of Epiſcopacy may be 


1 in the Articles deliver'd againſt him to 
Pope John XXIII. in the Third Article he 


ſays, That the Church does not conſiſt of 
Biſhops, and Archbiſhops, and a Clergy 
ſubject to them; that (1) ſuch a ſignifica- 
tion of the Word Church, was invented 


— * 


a” — —_ 


CO) See Regenvolcins, lib. . 4. 2 

(i) Non admittit quod Eccleſia henificel Papi 
Cardinale Archiepiſcopos, Epiſcopos & Clerum eis 
ſubditum & dicit illam ſignificationem Extortam & 
Scholaribus & nullatenus tenendam, vid. Art. ad 


init. Oper. Joh. 8 | pee 
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LEON to ſerve a Turn; he was alſo off the 
fame Sentiments with W rcleff, in Relation 
to Biſhop's Leaſes, and: their their 'Tempora- A 

ralities. ͤRNö 

In the Fourth Article 56 gives (&) Preſ- 
 byters the Power of mae ide He faith, 
That not only the Reſervation of Papal Cau- 
ſes (which I grant) but likewiſe the Ordina- 
tions of Biſhops and Clergy are' Humane 
Inventions, Calctilated to ſupport the Amb | 
tion of ſome Men. 88 0 a 
But to Convince your Loraſhip ih he 
was an exact Wiclefian, we are told in the 
fame Indictment drawn up againſt Hu, 
that when the Univerſity of Prague Con- 
demned the 45 Artigle of Wicleff as Scan- 
dalous, and Heretical, he was the ond 
Man who ſtood up in Vindication of every 
one, and aſſerted that they were all Ortho- 
dox, and he Diſputed i in their Defence in the 
Publick Univerſity. 
After he was Burnt, 2 moſt dreadful Re- 
: bellion broke our in n Bohemig, under the 


—— —ê 


a Presbyteros Paris dicit eſſe poteſtatis & ideo 
Reſervationes Caſuam Papalium & Epiſcopal ium or- 
dinationem & Clericorum Con ſecrationem dicit prop- 


ter cupiditatem vel ambitionem ne adinven- * 


tas, Art. 4. 


Fa... 


* 


Ebtfinandof Zea; and they alldtheinfelves 


Taborites, tlie Archbiſhop of Prague Renoun- 
. cedhis Errors,and ſubmitted all his Archiepiſ- 
copal Powers to a Presbytery at Prague. 
At this time the Calixtines made a Figure, 
| they diſſented from the Church of Rome, only 
in Relation to the interdiction of the Cup. 
The Taborites after the death of Ziſca, 
were divided into two Parts. The True 
Genuine Taborites, and the Orphang. The 


firſt were zealous for a compleatReformation, 


and the latter for a more moderate  aniputa- 
tion of ſome Excreſcencies. 5 

But the Council of Baſil. FOOTE ie 
tie Matter with the major part of the Tabo- 
rites, and declar'd them true Sons of the 
Church, in the Vear, 1433. 


The Minor part would not come into thoſe 


55 Mesfures, But they ſeparated from the Calix- 


tines, and after they had Conſtituted a Presby- 
tery at Tabor, that Presbytery Created Nicolaus 


Peldirimovins Biſhop as Regenvolcius is 


pleasd to call him. But, my Lord, here 


was no Succeſſion preſerv'd from the Apolites, 
here was no Biſhop. ordain'd by another Bi- 
ſhop, but only a Presbyter; whereas, my Lord, 
no ſuch Power ĩs Inyeſted in a Presbyter by y any. 

1 from Chriſt. But I e- 
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ven this TOOL: ſuch as it was, Was imme: 


diately extinct, and the whole Sect of Tabs. 


rites were ſuppreſs about the Year 1448. 
Thus ended the Church of Bohemia (a till 


about the Year 1450, at which time a New 


Reformation commenc'd ; of which I ſhall 
give your Lordſhip as brief an Account as 
11018 

| Upon 2 Decree of the Council of Heng, 
that the Bohemians were Hereticks, a Sohome 


was laid to Reconcile them to the Greek 


Church, (3). one Rokitſanus was the Chief 
Promoter of this Deſign, in a Synod. of 
Prieſts held at Prague, and the Matter was 


carried fo far, that an Appeal, was drawn up 
to the Greek Church, and Legates were 


ſent to Conſtantinople, The Greeks receiv'd 


the Appeal with Joy, and return'd an An- 
ſwer in a very obliging Letter, in, which 
they commended their Thirſt after Reformary 


tion, and promis d to Ordain Miniſters for 


their Churches. You ſee, my Lord, the 


| Greek Phuuren at . time ee a De- . 


— "IO 


* 9 — ad * 2 * * 2 
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in the Commiſſions of the Bohemian Re: 


former. i 
Rokitſanus cond not have W 7 to 


ſee an Affair of that Nature carried on ſo 


gradually, he movꝰd for a ſeparation from the 


Caliætina, which was agreed to unanimouſly ; 
and withal, that he ſhould be the Head there- 


of, . At firſt they were contented with a 


private Place for the Worſhip of God. But 
about the Year 1457, they ſet up for them 
: ſelves, and propagated with all their Power. 
_ Regenvolcins tells us, they adhear'd ftrift- 
Iy to John Heſs, from whence I conclude 


that their Church was of the ſame nature, 


and inur'd to the fame hatred to Epiſcopic y 
as his formerly was. 


Their Clergy he tells us conliſted of Ca- 
liætine Prieſts, who came over to their Party 


The Chief of whom was one Michael, Paſtor 


of the Church of Samburg ; fo that, my 


Lord, here was no np of one N 
amongſt them. | 


———— — renne — 

(e) Poſtbac maxime Deſiderio, & charitate provi- 
dedimus pro Spiritualibus Paſtoribus & Epiſcopis; 
paſcentibus vos verbo veritatis, & vitz exemplo hau 

a affligentibus, Epiſt. Græcor. ad Bobemos, apud Col. 

Ns . Ee p. 235. Hit. Haun. . 
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About the Year 1467, FRO FIRE to 
form their Church into ſomething like Order, 


and to ſettle a Miniſtry therein. 
It happened that ſome Waldenſes who fled 1 | 


from the Perſecution in France, ſettled in the 5 
Neighbourhood of eAaſtria, with one or two 
of ſuch whom Regenvolcius calls Biſhops. = 
Theſe Waldenſes were the Original. Refor- 

mers, who diffus'd- their Poiſon into Wiclef, 
and John Huſs ; for it has been prov'd that 
Huſs follow'd Wicleff; and Eneas Sylvius 
in his Hiſtory of Bohemia, ſays, that the 
Huſſitet kept cloſe to the Diſcipline and Pro- 
feſſion of the Waldenfians ; one of whoſe 
Errors were, That there is uo difference be- 
tween a Biſhop and a Prieſt, ſee C. 35- 
There is alſo in 'Treheir”s Collection a ſmall 
Treatiſe wrought by an Anonymous Au- 
thor, ſuppos'd to be Rainerius, concerning 
the Valdenſes, in which he recites their O- 

-  Pinions. The which is, (d) That all Biſhop * 
are Murtherers. The 11th, That (e) a 
Prelate can lay no Claim to Obedience. The 
12th, (F) That there ought to be no inegua- 
457 n the Church. 


— . 


{0 one Epiſcont ſunt T Homicidæ, Pr. I. p. 223. 
uod non ſit obediendum Prelatis ſed tantum 


| Dev. 93 9 nemo altero ſit Major in Eccleſia. % | | 
h Wh 'This 


1 


This was. 5 felt ſtanding Opinion of the 2 
Ae e But Regenvoleius tells us, they 
were under a Superintendent, Bart holo. 


nme by Name, in Germany, who Created 


Biſhops, and Conſtituted Churches. This 


Was 62 Years Ae Valdus en 1 Refor- 
mation. 


This, Matt MES Paris tels us, SY as 


with a deſign to intice the Popiſh Biſhops 
over; to their Party.. N o Man can have the 
leaſt ſhadow.of Reaſon to imagine that they 
ſo much as pretended. to. have Biſhops | before: 
For Matthew, Paris (g) recites a Letter from 


a Popiſh Biſhop of the Preſumption of Bar- 


tholomew, as an unheard of Enormity. But 


what was this Bartholomew, upon whom as 


far as 1 can find is founded the Succeſſion 


of all thoſe pretended Epiſcopal Churches? 


But in all probability a meer Layman; and 
if not a Lapman, he could be no more than 
a Prieſt; and by what Commiſſion he could 
make a Biſhop, I cannot tell; I muſt leave 


it to your: Lordſhip's Sagacity to find out. - 
For ought that we know to the contrary, 


their Biſhops as Regenvolcius calls them, 


— 


"© MAatt h. Paris FT 3d, p. 317. in An. 1222. 

pſe etiam inter alias enormitales Creat. Epiſcopos 
8 Ecclelias perfide ordinare ; contendirs ib. p. 318. 

e | were 


| 
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were the Succeſſors of this Bartholimets, I 
am very confident *tis as much as they 8 


do to claim ſuch an:; Ancient Sucteſfion : al- 
tho” for ought we Eno] they might! have 2 


much later Original. 


Theſe Men were call d in to affift the ber 
Leagers in their Scheme. Regenvolciut tells 


us, that tho ſome were fond of derivi 


their Ordination from the Church of Rome, 
their Neceſſities requir'd them to ſeek for 


their Sacerdotal Orders amongſt themſelves. 


Their manner of Ordination was thus; all 
Ranks and Degrees of Men met together at 


a Village calld Lhota, in Number about 
70, x 6 Prayer, Faſting, and Preaching, 


the Directors who for that time were cho- 


ſen to preſide over the Spnod, x pitch'd | upon 
Three Perſons, vis. Ro » Procopins, 


and Clenovius, who f — 20 Men for the 


Purpoſe; Nine of whom were to be Candi- 


dates, who were to draw Lots, there bei 


Six Blanks, and Three Prizes, 'The Lot 


ſtood good and firm, but Regenvolcius gives 
us to Agerſtand, that tho? their Church was 


bound to no Rules, and that tho? there Was 


no diſtinction between Biſhops and Presby- > 
ters in the firſt Ages of the Church, never- 
theleſs to * 1 'Mouts of their Adverſi- 

. | | 7 ries, + 


* tut 


ies, they. would © not. immediate] On | 
theſe Three Perſons. But the Valdeiffan Bi- 


ps choſe Three, who. had: before been 


"i rightly Ordain'd Prieſts, Biſhops ; and e gave 


them a Power of Ordainin 4 7 Perſons be- 


fore Choſen, Miniſters. The Biſhops were 


Michael of f Samburg, 2 Prieſt of the Romiſh 


Un&ion, an old eAlhigenſian Prieſt, who went 


over to the Brotherhood, and We e Prieſt 

Ordain'd by the Church of Rome, to whom 
they aſterwards added a Boy of 25 Years of 
Age. * 


' This is an the Epiſcopacy they could.” pre: 


tend to, Which 1 me in mind of Tertul- 
Jans Notion, 


in mocking ihe Myfteries of Chriſtianity. . 


But however theſe ſtrict Admirers of the 


Epiſcopal. Farm took care even to aboliſh the 
very Name of Biſhops, and to introduce in 


its room the word Sexiores,. This is the 


Succeſſion, my Lord, of Chriſtian Biſhops 


uninterrupted. from the Apoſtles, and with 
this Lye in their Mouth, have they the Im- 


pudence to beg i in our Kingdom, under the 


Notion of Daughter Churches to England: ; 
e not to be 9 N 


”. # 
* 


t the Devil takes delight 
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. * " LY 
- F 5 . 1 A ＋ 1 
4 — 4 YT, of 1 — : 1 1 = . . 2 95 1 
. 
. = 


T1 ts 
” ly, wt 20  Valdus, Wider ne Hu | 


were Notorious Hereticks. 


| Contracts were void, Which at any time 


were entred into upon the conſideration of 


Comfort, mutual Aſſiſtance, or Conveni- 
ence of Life, by Perſons. who had 0 hopes 
of er 5 1 


2. (7) That. 8 by 1 9 90 of Con- 


Gnguaity, Was an Human Ordinance. 


3. (k) There cannot be a more flagrant 
ſign | of Hereſy and Antichriſtianiſm, than 
to aſſert that the Clergy can be capable of 


Toherhting a Temporal Eft#te. . © 35 
4. (1) He founds all Spiritual Government 


* r 1 


) Quod Antiqui * ex Cupiditate rerum tempo- 
1 ex ſne mutuorum juvaminum, aut ex cauſa 
excuſandæ lübidinis, licet de prole deſperent, copu- 
lantur invicim non vere wn Copulan” 
tur. Art. a Woodford impug. 7 1 
(2) (4) Qu nod Caulz Divortits, ratione conſanguinitatis 
vel 2 itatis ſant infundabiliter humanibus ordinate. 
Art. 


(k) Quod non eſt major Hæreticus vel Antithpi- 
ſtus quam ille clericus qui Docet quod licitum eſt, Sa- 


cCerdotibus & Levitis legis gratian. dotari cum pofſeſ- 


ſionibus temporalibus Art. 12. 


(!) Quicunque eſt humilior ſervivilior | in amore 


Chriſti, quoad ſuam Ecclefiam amabilior ille tam in 
Eccleſia major & proximus eſt Chriſti Vicarius, Art. 
23 


which 


Wiclef aſſerted. (%) That all Manimoni * 


Wh Grace alone, without any Commulion | 


x 


| c wy . MM 
Which may Authorie 'a/ Perſon to Govern 
the Church; bis Words are; Whoever I 


Meek. and Humble, he is the . the 


 Charch, and the Vicar of Chriſt. 
We ſee here, he opens a way for wy 
bold Pretenders to Sanckity,: to anus the 
INIT Offices. 
F. (#9) All Things ame come © 
pal by unavoidable TR rat 9272 
6. 7») For Temporal Dominion thi "= 
Kioe of the Perſon: who: Governs, is ſo requi- 
ſite, that no Perſon who is guilty of a Mor- 
tal Sim, can claim 1 e the goods 


hes Life. 0 
. be Council of Conftance 0 onderna? a hr im 


5. (9) A Biſhop in a Mortal Sin -canriot | 


Ordain, or Conſecrate, or Baptize. 


{p) The Holy Scriptures forbid has Rade 


ſiaſtical Perſons ſhould enjoy e Poſ- 
felfions. 3 


(i) Dod omnia & evenient abſolute Nee 


evenient, Art. 17. 


(=) Quod ad verum Dominium ſeculare requiritur . 


juſtitia Dominantis ſic quod nullus in peccato mortali 
eſt Dominus alicujus Rei, Art. 16. 

(o Epiſcopus vel Sacerdos in peccato Mortali, 
_- ey 00 non Conficit, non Conſecrat, non Bap- 
ti t. 


Contra Serie ee eee Ecele- 
e n Poſſeſſiones, Art. 10. 


—— 
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{AC q) Prelate who Excommunicates 4 
Perſon appealing to the Prince, or to the | 
Council of the Kingdom, is a Traytor. - 

They (r) who deſiſt from 0 
W the Word of God, by reaſon of 
any Excommunication below, are Excommu- 
nicated for that Neglect, and ſhall in the 
Day of ee be ad judged Traytors _ 
the ſame. 

There can be no W Lord (5) no Pre- 
late, or Biſhop, - While ney continue in 4 
Mortal Sin. | 
.it) People may at their Measure Puniſh 
their Offending Governors. 

(u) Tythes are meer Charity, andthe Peo- 
ple may Subſt rat them from their 92 N 
Drejaves at their Pleaſure. 


4) Prelatus Excommunicans 8 qui a a _ 
lavit ad Regem vel ad Concilium Regni eo ipſo . 
ditor eſt Regis & Regni, Art. 12. _ 

(r YIlli qui dimittunt prædicare, ſive audire ver- 

m Dei propter excommunicationem Hominum 
ſunt excommunicati & in Dei Judicii Traditores Chri- 
ſti habebuntur, Art. 13. 

(s)Nullus: eſt Dae Civilis, nullus eſt Prelatus, 
nullus Epiſcopus, dum eſt in peccato mortali, Art. 15. 

(t) 1 poſſunt ad ſuum Arbitrium Dominos 
Delinquentes corrigere, Art. 17. 

4 &) Decimæ ſunt puræ eleemoſynæ & Farockiani 
Kan ſſunt eas propter peccata Prelatorum ſuoram ad li- 

fun * eas, Art. 18. ; 


—_ 
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() Vniverſities, Colleges, Oe, are W 
cheniſh, and do as much Hurt to the Church | 
an the. Doll * PLOT LF 15 Ren en — | 


. To make the Clergy Richy w_ 
Ry Rules nd page | f 


= 


Theſe; my IT were he oni for 
which not — Valdus, and Miele, but 
John Huſs and Hier of Prague were 
Perfecuted under the Name of Proteſtants. 
I ſhall only crave Leave of your-Lordſhip, 
to inſiſt upon the above-mentioned Topicks to 
Convince the World of what Dangerous and 
Pernicious Conſequence they are; and whe- 
ther the Church of England can be proud of 


' Boaſting of ſuch Daughters. 
| If My Lord, here is a poſitive Declara- 
tion of his own, without any expreſs War- 
rant of Scripture, to void Matrimonial Con- 
tracts; and the ſame Reaſon holds why a 
Man may put away his Wife, after he De- 
__ of Children from her, as to void the 


„ * „ 12 


(x Univerkitates, Studia, Collegia graduationes „ : 

& agiſteria in eiſdem, ſunt vana Gentilitate in- | 

trodufta & Tantum proſunt Eccleſiæ ſicut Diadolus, 38 ; 

2 . 29. | | = 

(y) Ditare Clericum eſt contra Regulam Chriſti, 

1 ſ Ari. r Vid. Concil. Conftantienſe, apud Binium, 


Seſs, 
| . Contract — 


2 7 


125 


L ContraB- upon the impoſſibility. of having | 


it out 8 0 D7 „ 1011 

"20h, He has brakes. in upon the Divine: | 
Law, and poſitive Inſtiturion of God againſt 
impure Marriages, and Inceſt. | A 2113 

34ly, He declares That, to bean \ Hereſy, 
which is really none, vi That the Clergy 
may Inherit, which was never forbid a * 
Laws of God, or Mann. 

Ah, The Founding al Spiricual- neg 
rity in the peculiar Sanctity of the Perſon 
who pretends to be a Spiritual Governour, ef- 
fectually Confounds all Notion of a ſucceſſi- 
on of ſuch Governours, it takes away all 
the Certainty of the validity of any Relig 
dus Act, and Erects a Court oſ Judicati 
in every private Breaſt, to paſs Sentence up- 
on, and to deprive their Prieſts. Nay it 
opens a way for all manner of Diabolical 
Confuſion, the Wicked has all fear taken 
from him of Spiritual Cenſures, and has no- 
thing more to do than to proclaim himſelf a 
Saint, and back thoſe Pretenſions by Po.]. 
er. He may build a New Church, temper 
the Mortar thereof with Blood, akid bring 
down upon the World all thoſe Miſeries ths 
attend proſperous . n 


But 


* 


=I 
bt ade mph An nth. 
8 My Concluion is; that'your 
hip muſt un-Biſhop your {elF/ and all 
7 1 . 
Chapter that Elected you upon yoỹj,õ cg? 
de Eire, becauſe I am afraid a Mortal Sin 
may be charg'd upon the greateſt part of 
them. My Lord, there never was any 
Schiſm in the Church, but it was founded 
upon the pretence of extraordinary Purity. 
The Novatians and the Donatifts in the 
Heat of Religious Zeal, wou'd Damn a poor 
offending Criminal, r Remiffion, to 
the Pit of Hell. But they could diſpence at 
the ſame time with Schiſm, Murder, and U- 
ſurpation. The Preſbyterian in theſe Days =— 
is a zealous Man for Goſpel Ordinances, hut 
he can Rebel againſt the Ordinance of Chrift 
and of his Apoſtles. We have many in theſe 
Days who are very true Friends to à Religi- 
on they can't define: They will fight under 
its Banner with Ardour and Alacrity, but. 
with ſuch little Indiſcretion, that ſometimes 
the Enemy will put out falſe Colours, and 
carry wig over to eArianiſm, Socinia nimm, 
Presbytery, and ſometimes Ne near to the - 
drawers of Wn gs om it or. df 5 | 


Das MW l 
But, my Lord, if Piety and Morabs alone 


Commiſſion any Perſon to Preach the Goſ- 


no Perſon without thoſe Qualifications, 15, or 
can. be. Commiſſion'd in the Church Mili- 
tant, it becomes a Perſon. to inſpect into your. 


Lordſhip's Morals, before he asks your Bleſ- 
ſing ; and after all the Pomp of an Epiſcopal 


Title, you may be only Mr. Heetwaad, 


Your Ordinations may have been Null, and 


the Clergy: you deliver'd the CHARGE to, 


none of your own... I do not ſpeak this as 


any particular Reflection on your Lordſhip, 
but as a meer poſſibility; and that roſſibility 
is enough to puzzle a Man who cannot ſee 


the Heart, and has only Circuraſtantials ta 


Judge by. 


I hope by this time the Biſhop. of ELT 


can be no Friend to Wicleff, whatever this 


Writer was, who 15 his Name to ſuch 


a weak CHARGE. 


thy, Wiclef was a Strenuous Aﬀerter of | 


Predeſtination and Fate, to which he even 


made God himſelf. ſübject, which deſerves 
no better Name than Blaſphemy; becauſe it 
ſets up a Power Independent of, and Supe- 
rior to God, a Power that controuls his 
Actions; . which Power | is ſuch, that it 


would ; 


pel, or perform any Religious Offices, and 


ES... tz 23 1 + : : 
Would require that Adoration and 1 Worſhip 
we pay to the Supream Cod. ; ge} IHC 1 * 

-: 6tbly; That Secular Dominion is founded 
45 in — a Notioirthar-can EK * 7 

17 al Conſider this Poſition. i in'a als 8 
Senſe: (1 As a Grand te 3 (269) 


„Firſt, Hereſy is cudvancing any Notion as 
an Article of Paitb, which is contrary to 
Divine Revelation. Tertullian derives the 
Word from &:2%par Eligo, Becauſe a Heretick 
oppoſes a Religion of his own Choice, and 
work d up. by his own: Fancy to that Faith 
which Kt _— u Pp Chriſt, and 
his Apoſtles. 

But, my Lord, tis Bent to Conviet' "Wo 
Man of; Hereſy, if he Contradicts but the 
moſt indifferent and minute part of the Scrip- 
ture. For Inſtance my Lord; if I ſhould 
deny that Rehoboam ſucceeded Salomos in 
his Kingdom, when I have found it expreſly 
aſſerted in Scripture, I ſhould be an Here- 
tick; becauſe if I can disbelieve any part of 
Divine Revelation, when I am ſatisfied that it 
is ſuch, I muſt give the Lye to the Sacred Spi- 
rit of God, and obſtinately oppoſe my ſelf 
to its Sacred Dictates. 1 muſt aſſert that in 

e ; ſome 


and St. Peter, in — 2 to —— 
* Vid. Charge, p. Si Lie 24 


t 24 1 


ſome part of the Holy Seripture. the now 
Ghoſt ſpake Trüth and in others not. 


this is not an Hereſy, my Lord, A 


more to fay ta the Chriſtian Religion. D * 
Likewiſe if T oppoſe any Mora 
deliver'd down to me in Scri 


pture, Ys am an 
Heretick. For Example, if I ſhould: main- 
tain, in oppoſition to the ʒth Commandment, 
Mat ny Father or my Mother may and ought 


. to be: — *I ſhould commence from 


that time a Monſtrous Heretick. But an 
actual Diſcbedietice to them, does not make 
me ſuch, till I advance ſuch an immoral | 
— into ae 1 chat 
Notion is True. 
Likewiſe if I ſhould oppoſe ani Airlie 
of Faith in 'Scripture, 'I ſhould be an Here- 


tick. For Inſtance, if T ſhould deny the 


Reſurrection, as the Ancient Gnoſticks have 


done before, I could deſerve no better Deno- 


mination, becauſe I not only give the Spirit 
of God the Lye, but I ſet up a New Reli- 


gion, in oppoſition to the Catholick Church, 
which: has one Faith, one d _— one 


„ ee | 
But, my Lord, the! Precepts- of St. Paul, 


4 5 


\ 


061 


Ss Highes Wold! are Articles of the Chri- 
ſtian Faith, conſequently Wicleff was a moſt ' 
Compleat Heretick; in Maintaining, That 


Princes in any Mortal Sin might be Puniſbed 
by the People. 


1 diſtinguiſh 1 a Moral Precept 
and an Article of Faith, thus: A Moral Pre- 


cept regards my Practice, but an Article of 


Faith is ſomewhat I am requir'd to believe, 
abſtracted from Practice. 


But the Precept of St. Paul in the x zth 
of the Roma#s, in relation to Obedience to 


. the Higher Powers, is both a Moral Pre- 


cept, and an Article of Faith. *Tis a Mo- 
ral Precept, becauſe it regards our Practice, 

and it is an Article of Faith, becauſe it re- 
quires ſomewhat to be Believed, viz. That 
2 Power is the Ordinance of Ged, and that 
the Supream Power in Society, is the Mini- 


fer of God. 


Thus, my Lord, Wiclef is an Heretick 


| in a two-fold Senſe, and he was a Traitor 


in two Senſes more; 1ſt, He is a Traitor 
to his more large and extenſive Country, 
the World, of which he was a Subject, by 
violating che Univerſal Law of Society ; a 


Law as effential thereto, and as mals You 
to the — thereof, as Attract fon 


D and 
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and Gravitation are. to the Material World, 
without which all Things would fall into 
their Primitive Chaos. 245, he was a Trai- 
tor to his Native Country, in ſtirring up his 

own Party to Rebel againſt their Prince. 

1 muſt tell your Lordſhip, that I think T 
have prov'd Wicleff an Arch-Heretick ; with 
what Face then could this Writer e to 

eAdviſe the CLE RG to Contribute to the 
Relief of Hereticks, ander the Notios of 
Epiſcopal Reforwd Churches, My Lord, 
ſuch Reformations have been very Detrimen- 
tal to Religion. 

When I Conſider That Paſſive Obedience 
has carried an uninterrupted Tradition with 
it from the Beginning of the World, till a 
very ſmall time paſt; and when I Conſi- 
der that the Primitive Chriſtians adher'd ſo 
Unanimouſly thereto, as to give up their 
Lives (even when they wanted no Stren gth 
to defend themſelves) to the Raman — ä 
rors, I muſt Conclude, that either a wrong 


Interpretation was deliver'd down to them, 
or they Suffer'd Gloriouſly, as Men who 
knew and believ'd the Truth to ſome Pur- 
Z 1 tle 
For my part, I muſt look upon that 
Church to be Heretical, which is founded 

i 


| „ WW 1 35 
upon Rebellion firſt, and takes no Care to 
Purge her ſelf in her Articles or enen [7 
from that Imputation. | 
I do not fy that the immoral PmQtices 
of the greateſt Number in a Church, in- 
volve — Church in Hereſy. But if all 
the CLERGY Transfer their Allegiance to 
an Uſurper, who comes in by no other 
Claim but the Tumultuary Choice of the 
People; if they afterwards Swear to, and 
Subſcribe to ſuch a Title, and own its Va- 
lidity in full Terms; if they Pray to God 
to Support it, and Proſper. K. 1 bars _ is 
flat Hereſy. 

But an Uſurper may come in, and the 
Crx may ſubmit to him, and be 
conſequently guilty of a grievous: Sin, with- 
out involving the C RUR cu in Hereſy. 
In ſeyeral Caſes, if they go upon his ſup- 
pos d Hereditary Title, as in the Caſe of 
HE NR 4th, who really had no ſuch; in 
that Caſe, as they did not acknowledge the 
Depoſing Principle, they were involv'd in 
the Immorality, but not in the Hereſy; 
and *tis- the fame likewiſe in a Miſtake - 
where the 8 apream Power may be lodg'd; 
as for inſtance, in Poland; if one Party 
. — that the Supre am Power is 

| D 2 ; tlodgd 
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| lodg'd in the KING, and the other in the 
Dyet, and ſhould accordingly oppoſe each 
other in a Warlike manner; one Party \ 


muſt be neceſſarily guilty of Rebellion, tho? 
not of the Hereſy ; becauſe by their pre- 
tending. they obey the Supream Power, 


they diſown the Univerſal Popular Depo- 


fing Doctrine. But if an Uſurper, comes 


in upon no Pretence of Right, but the a-. 


| bove-mentio'nd irregular Election, and the 
| Clergy univerſally own that Title to be 
good, I ſay that they break in upon an 
Article of Faith, vis. That all Power is 
from God; they place it in the People, 
which is a moſt flagrant Hereſy ; becauſe 
they' Rob God of his Power, and in ee 
Depoſe him. 

I leave to your Lord ſhip's Confidevatioh 
how far not only theſe pretended Epiſcopal 


Churches, but all the Calvini/tical Churches 


are involv'd in Hereſy likewiſe. + 
Valdus, Wicleff, and Huſs, a Concatena 
tion of Reformers, brought that Doctrine 


into their Confeſſions of Faith, nor was ever 
this Article expung'd out of thoſe Confef. 


. ſions, or difown'd by any Publick * or 
Declaration to this 95 
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contra Tyrannos, was ſu 


Let THY 
That Peſtiferous Book, calbd Pindicia 


ppos'd to be wrote 


hy Beza, the Father of the French Hugo- 


20e, and that Doctrine has been Practis d 


in that Kingdom, and urp'd to its full RE | 


gour, as the miſerable Land to this Day 


can Teſtifie. In ſhort, the whole Current 


of Reformers ran that way. Calvin, Tuin- 


glius, Knox, Buchanan, Goodman, Parents, 


Gracerus, eAretius, Ec. the Foreign Re- 
formers, | have upon all Occaſions Pra&is'd 


it. Nor have by any Publick A& or T eſti- 1 
mony declar'd their Abhorrence thereof. 


Nay, my Lord, Wicleſf's Followers put 
thoſe Rebellious N otions into Practice in 


England, under the Conduct of Sir Job 


Olteaftle, and Sir Robert eAſcham. The 


Huſſites under Liſca, inyolv*'d the Kingdom 
of Bohemia in Blood, under Fretener of 


ſubduing the Wicked. 


Thus, my Lord, * this unaccomitile 


Writer taken an Heretical Society into his 
Patronage, and would obtrude them upon 


the Church of Exgland, as her Iſſue; to ſuch | 


a paſs. is the Age arriv'd. But, my Lord, 


I Repeat it, That whoever maintgins ſuch 


Re bellious Tenets, can be no Son of that. pure | 
_ and ! undefild CHURCH, 


"i 15 


« SM 


f 


8 with our Diſcipline, who are judg'd Fo- 


1 55 U 


1 ſha Conclude this Head withy ( Er. 


tullian. + Hereticks have no Share or Part. 


© reigners by their deſerting our Communion, 
therefore I cannot acknowledge that I have 


any part with them; -becauſe they have a 


different God, anorher Chriſt, Anne: from 
© Ours, and conſequently a different Baptiſn; 


« for if they have no Right Baptiſm, they 


© have none in Reſpect to us; for as that 
© cannot be number*d which has no Exiſt- 


*ence, ſo neither can they be {aid to hu 
that which they have not. 


I ſhall crave your Lordſhipꝰ s Patience to 


| here the Concluſion, | and tes L * gov 


you an Eternal Farewell. 

If thoſe Cuvrxcnes mention d in 5 
C ARGE with ſo much Honour, are really 
Epiſcopal, I flatter'd my ſelf that I have 


* them ARE 19 Heretical, 


— — — 


— 


0 Heretici autem 8 ds r 
Noſtræ Diſciplinæ quos extraneos ubique teſtatur ipſa 
ademptio. Communicationis non Debeo in illis bo. 


cognoſcere quod mihi eſt preceptant,. quia non idem 


Deus eſt nobis & illis, nec unus Chriſtus, id eſt 
idem, ideo nec Baptiſmas unus quia non idem, qui 
cum rite. non habeant ſine Dubio non habent, 


nec capit numerari quod non habetur ita nee poſſint 
accipere quia non hab _ Tert. de e. 4 


But 


F 


F 


| | 
. - 
. 


that Cauſe your HIT pretends to De- . 


. 1 


But if they are Epiſcopal, hs Conſeguedse 8 
| is, that a Prieſt may Ordain a 1 5 
Deacon may Ordain a Prieſt, and a Lane. 
may Ordain them all. 


It Remains likewiſe that the Precbyteriar | 


Church of Scotland, and all the Reform'd | 


Churches Abroad are Epiſcopal ; for if a 
Presbyter has all the Sacerdotal Powers in- 
veſted in him, he muſt be a Biſhop. 

I am very ſorry that your Lordſhip's Name 
ſhould be made uſe of upon ſuch an Occa. 
ſion, as giving up the Divine Right of Bi. 
ſhops, and Reducing us to the Plan that pre- 
vaild in Oliver's Days, atone ſtroke. My 


Lord, if that ſtroke be yours, all that we 
| have been Contending for is given up, and 
your Lordſhip has no more of a Biſbop leſt 
than the Inferior Clergy, but the REE. 


NUES. They are Biſhops alike, as to their 
Intrinſicx Powers, and may call your Lord- 
ſhip to an Account. 


Conſider, my Lord, if Whether ſuch bold 
Strokes do any kindneſs to Religion, or to 


fend. 


FINIS. 


